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Year 1 

A Very Warm Welcome to Year 1.  

Mr Robinson, Miss Hughes, Miss Royle, Miss Amayo and Miss Starkie are delighted to welcome 

everyone back to Seymour Road Academy for a new school year. We hope you and your children are 

excited for lots of new and interesting learning opportunities that this year will bring. Already, we have 

been amazed with the effort that all our children have put into their learning and behaviour around 

school.  Our expectations are extremely high; therefore, we are expecting our pupils to learn how to 

respond appropriately to the school rules to achieve excellence. With a positive attitude towards 

behaviour and learning, our pupils will succeed. 

Reading & Phonics 

 

 

 

 

Your Support 

We fully appreciate the effort that is put in to support 

your child’s learning at home. This year we are 

hoping to maximise children’s progress and create a 

love of reading. We encourage you to read with your 

children as much as possible to achieve this.  

A big focus in Year 1 is the teaching of phonics 

(sounds) to provide your child with the foundations to 

reading. In the Summer term, the children will take a 

Phonic Screening Check to assess their reading 

ability. To ensure that our pupils are prepared for 

that, they will be taught phonics daily. Throughout 

this year, we will be providing parent classes after 

school to look at how you can support your child with 

their reading skills at home.  

Creative Curriculum 

 

Steve Backshall 

 

 

 

We are so excited to start our new RESPECT 

Curriculum topic of Steve Backshall. Steve is a writer 

and famous wildlife and animal expert who travels 

the world to bring us documentaries about the 

incredible animals including Deadly 60.     Year 1 will 

be learning about him and the animals that he has 

discovered across the world. We are really looking 

forward to the exciting lessons ahead! 

Linked to this topic, we will have secret missions to 

complete that are carried out by Commando Glen. 

Each scenario linked to Steve’s adventures involve 

developing the following character traits:  resilience, 

empathy, self-awareness, positivity, excellence, 

communication and teamwork skills (RESPECT).
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        English 

Wonderful Writing 

This term our English lessons 

will be based around our Steve 

Backshall topic of animals. We 

want to bring real life 

experiences into the classroom 

such as animals from zoos into 

school to excite and engage 

children into writing about them.  

We have been focusing on 

different vocabulary features to 

improve the quality of our 

writing, such as interesting 

adjectives to describe. Also, we 

have been looking at basic 

punctuation to ensure our 

sentences make sense.  

We are looking forward to 

teaching exciting and engaging 

English lessons to all our 

children. We want the children 

to know that they are all 

wonderful writers. 

 

           Maths                                    

Marvellous 

Mathematicians 

In Maths, we will be focusing on 

number and place value. In 

particular, identifying 2-digit 

numbers and adding them using 

objects. It is important that we  

This year there is going to be a 

big focus on times tables. We 

are encouraging the children to 

learn their 2x, 5x & 10x times 

tables through different games 

and songs. It is important that 

the children can recall these, 

and not just in order. Please 

encourage your children to 

practise them at home too. We 

really appreciate it.  

Here is a link to BBC Bitesize to 

help them practise their times 

tables:  

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/a

rticles/zc7ygdm  

Reminders 

 

 

 

Things to Remember 

Homework will be sent out every 

Friday followed by spellings on a 

Monday. All homework must be 

brought in by the following 

Wednesday and spellings must 

be learnt for Friday. It is 

important that homework is 

brought in on time so it can be 

marked and new homework can 

be issued.  

Please ensure that your children 

bring their book bag in with their 

reading record and book inside it 

every day, so we can read with 

them during the school day to 

maximise their reading progress. 

We encourage you to listen to 

your child read at home as often 

as you can also.   

Just a reminder that the school 

day begins at 8:50am and 

finishes at 3:15pm. 

After school parent sessions to 

discuss subjects and home 

support are currently being 

planned for this term. Letters will 

be handed out prior to the 

sessions. We would love to have 

your support by attending.  

 

 


