
 
 

Wise Owl Trust 
Teaching & Learning Policy 

Approved by Wise Owl Trust:  January 2018 
 
Due for review:   January 2020 



 

Teaching & Learning Policy 
 

TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE RESPECT CURRICULUM BOOKLET  

Introduction 

Within the Wise Owl Trust, we believe that all children should aim high and should have 
the opportunity to reach their full potential. The ethos of each school within the Trust 
centres on the children; what they need, how they learn and how they develop as citizens.  
 
Our children are happy and secure at school and the ethos of putting children first is 
reflected in every aspect of our day to day practice.  Lessons are stimulating and pacy 
and pupils are active in making decisions about how and what they are learning. 
 
 
The Respect Curriculum  
 
Our schools within the Wise Owl Trust have designed and implemented a bespoke 
curriculum to meet the needs of our children and to provide them with life-skills necessary 
to self-regulate both as children and in later life.  The Respect Curriculum encompasses 
The National Curriculum, British Values, SMSC and PSHCE as well as promoting cross-
curricular teaching that gives learning a purpose and a context.  Each term’s learning is 
underpinned by a topical person and incorporates the strands of the Respect Curriculum: 
 
Respect 
Empathy 
Self-Awareness 
Positivity 
Excellence 
Communication 
Teamwork 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
The Respect Curriculum Overview: 

 
 
 
Teaching & Learning 
 
Lessons and the curriculum are designed to expect pupils to secure their year group’s 
learning and to have plenty of opportunities to deepen and stretch that learning. We plan 
so our pupils can make meaningful and exciting connections between their experiences 
and a growing understanding of the world we live in. We build upon what we believe is a 
natural curiosity to question, explore and make sense of the world and each other. Our 
teaching and learning is active, collaborative and cognitive. 
 
Within the Wise Owl Trust, we believe that the best learning takes place when: 
 

 Pupils are empowered to develop skills of autonomy and independence. We consistently 
develop from a very young age, their skills, attitudes and habits as effective learners.  

 Pupils learn best when learning is purposeful and task based and reflects the principles of 
creativity (invention, imagination and communication). Our activities foster curiosity and 
enthusiasm for learning. We ensure that all our learning offers opportunities for 
collaboration as we all independent enquiry. 

 Pupils are carefully and appropriately challenged. Our pupils want to be challenged and 
our staff ensure they always are. 

 Pupils learn best when teaching reflects four key aspects of highly effective learning 
– Feedback, Autonomy, Challenge and Engagement. 

 Pupils learn best when assessment feeds back into teaching. This principle is within each 
and every lesson, across sequences of lessons and across each yearly Programme of 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

EYFS Nursery Rhymes and well known stories    

Year 1 Simba & Me - ‘Circle of Life’ 
Traditional Tales - ‘Once Upon a 

Time’ 
Steve Backshall - ‘A Walk on The Wild 

Side’ 
  

Year 2 
Samuel Pepys - ‘London’s 

Burning’ 
Pocahontas - ‘Trouble in The 

Tribe’ 
The Queen - ‘The Longest Reign’ 

Year 3 
Ed Stafford - ‘Walking the 

Amazon’ 
Nellie Bly - ‘Around the World in 

72 Days’ 
Ernest Shackleton - ‘Endurance’ 

Year 4 Bear Grylls - ‘Survival’ 
Leif Erikson - ‘Voyage of 

Discovery’ 
Kira Salak - ‘Gorillas in the Mist’ 

Year 5 Tim Peake - ‘Blast Off’ Spartacus - ‘Roman Revolt’ 
Ranulph Fiennes - ‘Transglobe 

Adventure’ 

Year 6 Nancy Wake - ‘The White Mouse’ Amelia Earhart - ‘Final Flight’ Ibn Battuta - ‘Eastern Odyssey’ 



 

Study. There is provision for support, repetition and extension of learning for each child, at 
each starting point of learning. 

 Pupils learn best when the learning environment is ordered, the atmosphere is purposeful 
and children feel safe and emotionally ready for learning. 

 Pupils learn best when there is a strong link between home and school. The homework 
provided is linked directly to the Respect Curriculum and encompasses a range of 
curriculum areas. 

 Pupils are encouraged to self-reflect on their learning practice regularly to ensure 
progress, engagement and enjoyment. 
 
A Mastery Curriculum 
 
Within the Wise Owl Trust, we approach all learning with the belief that ALL pupils can 
understand a particular concept or skill or achieve an expected standard. Some pupils are 
capable of going beyond. Our curriculum is designed to ensure that no pupils are left un-
challenged. All pupils are taught the objectives for the National Curriculum for each 
subject for their particular year group. Lessons ensure that all pupils secure, or master, 
these objectives so that they are: 

 consistent 
 fluent 
 flexible (seen and used in different contexts, different representations) 
 committed to the long-term memory (as a result of practice and use) 
 secure so the learner can reason with it and apply it to solve problems 

 
 
Pupils spend time becoming true masters of content and applying and being creative with 
new knowledge and skills in multiple ways. Learning is taken at a steadier and deeper 
pace, ensuring that no child is left behind, as well as providing deeper and richer 
experiences for children who are very capable of deepening their learning even more and 
achieving higher than the national expectation for their year group. 
 
We do this by making sure that: 
 

 Teachers plan lessons and weekly sequences to develop detail and depth. 
 Lessons have excellent pupil support through feedback and speedy interventions to make 

sure that all pupils are keeping up on a daily basis. 
 All lessons allow pupils to make decisions about their learning and have opportunities to 

be extended and challenged further and more deeply. 
 Pupils have the space and time to understand, practice, apply and experience their 

learning. 
 All learning opportunities ask all pupils to be active, collaborative and cognitive. 
 All pupils are entitled to additional support to ensure that they do not fall behind or if they 

are capable of going deeper. 
 Learning has resources that support all children to make progress from initial 

understanding through to deeper learning and application- both within school and at 
home. 
 
 
 



 

Assessment  
  
We assess broadly in the core subjects in two ways: 
 

 On a daily, ongoing basis. This is important for teaching and learning as it tells both 
teachers and pupils how they are progressing through a particular lesson, or group of 
lessons. Teachers feedback and assess continually as they teach so that they can slow 
down or speed up, challenge or consolidate as necessary. Verbal feedback in lessons 
means that pupils’ learning needs are met quickly and effectively.  
 

 We also assess how the pupils are progressing through the programme of study for their 
year group. We do this at three points throughout the year: at the end of Autumn term, the 
Spring term and the Summer term. The teacher judgements at these assessment points 
are based on progress tests and the work in the pupils’ books. Our tracking system then 
records all pupils’ attainment and progress. This helps the teachers and leadership to 
ensure that we have a consistently clear and accurate picture of how our pupils are 
learning and progressing. We can compare this to the national picture. 
 
 
Subject Leaders 
 
We have leaders for each subject within our Academies who are responsible for the 
Teaching, Learning and Assessment within their subject. We also have Trust Subject 
Leaders for English, Maths, and Physical Education. They are responsible for driving 
whole Trust wide initiatives and improvements within their subject.  
 
Academy Specialisms 
 
We are currently developing specialisms within our Academies. Seymour Road Academy 
will be our Computing hub. Briscoe Lane Academy will be our Sporting hub.  
 
 


