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Science Overview 
  

Autumn 1 Spring Summer 

Year 1 Plants 
Naming the parts of plants and 

considering different kinds of trees. 
Classifying plants dependant on their 

similarities and differences 

Animals including Humans 
Identifying body parts of humans and 

how they are similar/different to animals. 
Learning about common animals and 

how we can classify them. 

Everyday Materials 
Identifying and naming different materials. Considering how the properties 

of different materials make them suitable for different things. Using 
vocabulary such as hard, soft, breakable, unbreakable. 

Seasons 
Learning about how the environment in which we live looks different in different 

seasons. Studying how the day is longer and shorter at different times of the year. 

Year 2 Uses of Everyday Materials 
Studying the properties of materials and how they are used in everyday life.  

Observing closely, identifying and classifying the uses of different materials, and 
recording their observations. 

Plants 
Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants. 

Grow plants for food – which plants were grown by the Native Americans? 

Animals including humans 
Studying how animals, as well as humans, 

change as they grow up, how babies 
become adults. Considering why nutrition 

and exercise is important. 

Living things and their habitats 
Exploring different habitats animals live 

in and how they depend upon each other 
to survive. Making food chains and 

classifying animals. 

Year 3 Plants: 
A study of the parts of flowering plants 
and their functions, conditions which 
affect plant growth and the plant life 

cycle. 

Animals including Humans: 
A study of how to keep a healthy body 

including a close study of bones, 
muscles and joints. 

 Rocks: 
Describing rocks, comparing 

properties, considering different 
types of soil and discovering how 
fossils are formed in sedimentary 

rocks. Geography link: Finding 
signs of erosion. 

Light: 
Including light sources, reflection, 

transparency of materials, darkness 
being the absence of light and 

investigating shadows. 

 

Forces and Magnets: 
Identifying pushes and pulls, repulsion by magnetic forces and discovering which 

materials are magnetic. 

Year 4 Animals including Humans 
A study of the digestive system and how 

food is carried around the body. An 
investigation into tooth decay. 

Living Things and Their Habitats 
A recap of the characteristics of living 
things and classification of plants & 

minibeasts. A study of food chains and 
webs. 

Sound 
Investigating how sound travels through different materials and discovery of 

how instruments make sounds, including how to change pitch and 
loudness. 

Electricity 
Creating and drawing simple circuits, 
making switches and investigating the 

best electrical conductors. 

States of Matter 
A study of the three different states of 
matter and how to use thermometers. 

Enquiry into changing between matters 
and investigating air as an example of a 

gas. Studying the water cycle. 

Year 5 Forces 
Gravity, air resistance, water resistance 

and friction. 

Earth and Space 
A study of the planets, sun, moon 

phases, star constellations, seasons and 
day and night. 

Living Things and their 
Habitats 

A study of mammals, amphibians, 
birds, insects and plants – 
reproduction & life cycle. 

Animals including Humans 
Comparison of lifecycles and 

puberty. 
Birth to old age. 

Properties and Changes of Materials 
States of matter, solubility and thermal conductivity. 

Year 6 Light 
A study of how light travels, colours, 

reflection and refraction. 

Electricity 
Creating and drawing simple circuits, 
making switches and investigating the 

best electrical conductors. 

Evolution and Inheritance 
Study through the life of Mary Anning. Studying what we can learn about 
the past from fossils. Learning about genes and offspring. Learning about 

adaptations and how these may lead to evolution.  

Animals Including Humans 
A study of the heart, lungs and exercise. 

When Ibn was travelling, what was 
happening to his body? 

All Living Things 
A study of classification. What kinds of 
creatures would Ibn have come across 
on his travels and how can we classify 

them? 

 


