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Welcome Back Year 5! 

Welcome back to the Year 5 newsletter! We’ve had an amazing start to the New 

Year with year 5s displaying a fantastic attitude towards our new topic of Spartacus! 

We are looking forward to a fantastic term and hope to keep you updated and 

celebrate all the achievements of the children. 

A big thank you from Miss Hart and Miss Strachan. 

Toolkit for survival 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuing in year 5, we have grown in confidence 

and developing our sense of responsibility. We our 

becoming independent learners whilst beginning to 

take responsibility for our actions. A huge focus of 

our PSHE this half term has been all about empathy 

and understanding each other’s feelings. This was 

shown through our anti-bullying sessions where the 

children gave mature answers and showed a 

comprehensive understanding.  Urban Crew were 

also involved in delivering an anti-bullying assembly 

to KS2, showing their confidence and public 

speaking skills. We are now also experts in road 

safety. We know the green cross code and the 

importance of being safe when crossing the road.  

Creative Curriculum  

 

I Am Spartacus!  

Since returning to school, the children have begun 

gruelling gladiator training. Stamina, resilience, 

determination and courage are being tested on a 

daily basis – gladiator school isn’t easy. The 

children have studied the Romans and their 

invasion of Europe causing their empire to grow. 

We’ve been following Spartacus’ journey to the 

coliseum and how he became one of the most 

famous fighters in history. He was a normal guy 

until he was thrown into the ring.  As the children 

are so engaged, Spartacus has linked to our 

Literacy curriculum where we are creating a 

descriptive piece all about the moments before 

Spartacus’ battle against the Roman Army. 
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English  

 

To start the term in 

English, we have been 

focusing on description, 

particularly using 

grammatical features to 

ensure our writing is 

effective. We will be 

researching and writing 

an article for and 

against slavery where 

children have to 

empathise with the 

dilemma that Spartacus 

faced. Finally we will be 

working towards writing 

and performing plays 

e.g. Boudica who was 

a Celtic queen who led 

an uprising against the 

occupying forces of the 

Roman Empire.  

 

Maths 

 

This term in maths we 

have learnt to count 

above 1000 in roman 

numerals. We are also 

developing our shape 

knowledge which will 

lead to the children 

designing their own 

roman villa. To extend 

the children we are 

now focusing on 

symmetry and have 

been investigating the 

rule about regular and 

irregular shapes. The 

children will be able to 

use their arts and crafts 

skills to create a roman 

shield suitable enough 

for Spartacus which 

has to be symmetrical. 

The children will then 

be able to use their 

shield in their further 

gladiator training.  

 

Notices  

 

Things to remember: 

 Please ensure 

reading books and 

reading records are 

brought to school 

daily.  

 Homework will be 

given out on a 

Friday and should 

be returned on 

Wednesday. 

 Spelling homework 

will be given out on 

Monday, with 

spelling tests on 

Friday.  

 Please ensure we 

are notified if your 

child can walk home 

from school alone.  

 Please ensure 

trainers/pumps are 

brought to school 

on Fridays ready to 

be used in PE. 

 


